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FRENCH FLEET. 


Noc the Coaſt of Ireland, on the « 2th | 
Inft. by Sir John Borlaſe Warren, 


» AND THE 
Capture of one Ship of 84 Suns, and four 
Frigates, after a moſt obſiinate and bloody 


Engagement, which laſted near five Hours, 


in which the. Fronah had a great Number 
of the Troops deſtined for the Invaſion 
of Ireland killed. Alſo the ſafe Arrival of 
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this glorious" Viftory, | 
effufion of much Blood, at . 
dene wn of Civil War in * 1 | N 


GOD SAVE THE KING. 
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. with the Canada, Robuſt, F oudroyant, and 
| Magnanime, off Archill: Head; and on the 


75 
« Canada, Lough Swillx, Ireland, Oct. 16. 


« In purſuance: of the orders and inſtructi · 
ons I Rr by the Kangaroo, I 


loth inſt I was joined by the Melampus and 
Doris, the latter of whom I directed to look 
out for the enemy off Tory Iſland, and the 
Roſſes: in the evening of the fame day, the 
Amelia appeared in the Offing, when Captain 
Herbert informed me he had parted with the 
Ethakien, . Anſan, and. Spb, wha, 4 great 
attention, had continued to obſerve the French 
ſquadrom fince their filing on the r7th ule. 
In the morning of the/13th, however, theſe 
ſhips alſp fell in yith us, and at noon the 
enemy were diſcovered. 1 in the N. W. quarter, 
conſiſting of one ſhip of do gun. cight fri- 
gates, a bond and g brig. I im mediately 
made the goa for a n chace, and to 
form, in ſueceſſion as 25 ſhiparriyed.up with 
the enemy, _ from their great diſtance to 
wind? av holler len. X aluipoſlible 


to come up with — the 12th. 


The chace was continued in very bad and 
boiſterous weather all day of the 11th, and 
the following night, when at half paſt five 
A. M. they were ſcon at à little diſtance to 
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windward, the line of battle- ſhip having leſt 


Her main-top«maſt... _\ - 
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Fe enemy bore down. and formed their 
ne in cloſe order upon the, ſtarboard tack, 
and from the length of the chace, and our 
ſhips! being ſptead, it was impoſſible to cloſe. 
with them before ſeven A. M. when I made 
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Das dead We ai unit e 
the Robu/t/s dignal to lead, which was obeyed 
to form in ſucceſſion n the: rear af the van. 
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The action commenced at twenty mi- 
autes paſt ſeven o'clock A. M. the Roſſes 
bearing S. S. W. five leagues, and at eleven, 
the Hoche, after a gallant defence, ſtruck ; 
and the frigates made full fail from us; the 
ſignal to purſue the enemy was made  imme- 
diately, and in five hours afterwards three of 
the frigates hauled down their colours: alſo; 
but they, as well as the Hoche, were obſti- 
nately defended, all of them being heavy fri- 
gates, and, as well as the ſhip of the line, en- 
tirely new, full of troops and ſtores, with 
every neceſſary for the eitabliſhment of e 
views __ plans in * 5 
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« I am happy to fay, "Y the efforts of 
every officer and man in the ſquadron ſeemed 
to have been actuated by the ſame ſpirit, zeal, 
and unanimity in their king and country's 
cauſe ; and 1 feel myſelf ugger great obliga 
tions to them, as well as td the officers 203 
men of this ſhip, for their exertions upqn this 
accaſion, which will, I hope recommend them 
to their tordſhips fayour. 


e 
' & The ſhips with us in the ation were — 4 


Canada, Robuſt, Foudroyant, Magnanime, 


thalitn, Melampus, and Amelia, The Aden 
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joined us in the latter part of the action, hav. 


=» 


ing loſt her mizen- maſt in chace the day 


I have ſent my firſt lieutenant Turguand 


to take the command of the, Hoche. 


„ Thejenemy's ſhips had numbers of troops 
on board, arms, 4 * and ammunition; and 
large quantities of papers were torn and 
thrown overboard after they had ſtruck. 1 
am-of opinion that few of the frigates which 
eſcaped will arrive in France, as they had re- 
ceived muchdamagein theirmaſts and rigging ; 
and from the violent gales that followed. the 
next day, they muſt be in a crippled ſtate, and 
may ir all probability be picked -up by. ſome 
of the ſquadrons on the coaſt of France, or by 
Admiral Kingſmill's cruizers. | 


They had thrown. every thin g overboard, | 


boats, ſpars, arm-cheſts, &c. 
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I have the honour to remain, SSO. 
« J. B. WaRREN.“ 
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On. the 18th inſt. the Mel/ampus arrived off 
Lough Swilly with another French frigate in 
dow, in purſuit of which ſhe had been Fear, f 
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The prizes are all afely arrived, three in 
dug Bay, and two in Lough Silly, 


The importarice of this victory to this 
country, at the preſent moment, cannot be too 
highly eſtimated. The enemy had calculated 

*. deal upon the diverſion they could 
make in Ireland: ag againſt this country; and the 
Rebels were buoyed up with hopes of foreign 
aid. The failure of this attempt, therefore, 
muſt diſincline the French to a fimilar' pro- 


ject, and it will damp the expectation which 


the diſaffected bormed of foreign deprne 


A victory of more veal utility to this nation 
cannot be conceived. It has ſaved the effu- 
fion of much Blood which would have been- 
ſhed had the expedition landed, and valt ex- 
pence which would have been occaſioned by 
the renewal of a civil war in Ireland. 


There are many details to be expected of 
the action, as the official letters do not enter 
into the particuliiſ Aftxhe loſs on either fide. 
have been conſider- 
able, as three M were ſhips of the 
line, while the! | Had only one of this 
rank, and were beſides encumbered with 
troops, 
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The number of troops on board, according 
do the French papers, was 3-boo men. 2 


From the eagerneſs of Sir J. B. Wesen to 
2 the flying frigates, he never had an 
communication with any of the ſhips that bad 
been engaged, and this accounts for his not 
ſpeaking of the loſſes ſuſtained on Ache fide. 
However, it is with pleaſure we ſtate, that 
although the Canada was in the heat of thi 
engagement the whole time, ſhe neither had 
a man killed nor wounded, notwithſtanding 
the troops ou board the enemy's ſhips kept up 
2 ſmart fire of muſquetry * the action. 
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